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Sir: 



Applicants submit to the Examiner the attached Forms PTO/SB/08A/B document 
listings and this paper pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56 and § 1.97-1.98. Forms PTO/SB/08A/B 
and this paper identify documents previously cited in the parent application, US Patent 
Application No. 09/786,544, filed March 7, 2001, now US Patent No. 6,368,819, issued 
April 9, 2002. 

According to 37 CFR § 1 98(d), Applicants have not enclosed copies of any US 
patents, publications or other documents listed herein, except for document (AF), which 
listed items were previously cited by or submitted to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office in parent US Patent Application No. 09/786,544, filed March 7, 2001. 
The parent patent application is relied upon herein for an earlier priority date under 35 
USC § 120. 




Listed below are relevant documents cited in the International Search Report 
mailed on December 27, 1999 in the related International Patent Publication No. WO 
00/14052, published March 16, 2000. A copy of that Report is enclosed. 



The month of publication for documents (AR), (AS), and (AU) could not be 
determined. The years of publication for these documents are sufficiently earlier than the 
effective US filing date and/or the foreign priority date of the present application so that 
the particular month of publication of the documents is not in issue (MPEP 609). 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the enclosed documents during 
the course of the examination of this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted three months from the filing 
date of this application, and before the receipt of a first Office Action on the merits. 
Therefore, no fees or declarations are necessary. The Director is hereby authorized to 
charge any deficiency in any fees due with the filing of this paper or credit any 
overpayment in any fees to our Deposit Account Number 08-3040. 



(AA) US Patent No. 4,720,577, issued January 19, 1988; 

(AB) US Patent No. 5,593,886, issued January 14, 1997; and 

(AC) US Patent No. 5,254,465, issued October 19, 1993. 



Respectfully submitted, 



HOWSON AND HOWSON 



Attorneys for the Applicants 
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